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Welcome
Is it right to say what a lovely, warm summer we have had when we
know that a warming climate, globally, carries so many threats to so
many parts of the world? Nonetheless, it HAS been warmer and
more sunny in the Esk valleys over the last few months than I can
remember for a very long time. Despite all of the Covid
consequences I do hope that you have managed to remain well and
to enjoy plenty of outdoor time.
The changing climate is, and should be, regularly in the news and is
brought even more into focus by the imminent COP26 conference
in Glasgow in November. Whatever your thoughts may be on the
likelihood of that meeting turning grand words into required actions
– or indeed of the necessity of 20,000, or more, people flying large
distances (many in Business Class or private jets) between Covid
hot spots – there can be little doubt that we experience more
extreme weather events now than we did only a few decades ago.
The greater need for the management of floods (extreme rainfall and
rising sea-levels) and pollution (contamination from coal mine residues exaggerated when
river levels are low) on the Esks could both be seen as consequences of our changing climate.
Both topics were part of our first series of Zoom talks and that programme has been very well
received (after a slightly stumbling start).
We are currently putting together the next series of talks to last through 2022 and expect these
mostly, if not completely, to be delivered via Zoom. Even in the longer term we will, most
probably, stick with Zoom for at least some of our talks, even when it really does feel safe for
people to gather together in meeting rooms, whenever that may be. By using social media
(largely Facebook pages) we have expanded the audience for these presentations and having
achieved that it would be a shame to lose the interest.
Since the spring a new project group, Riverfly on the Esk, has joined with the Trust. More
detail is given below. This activity, driven by an enthusiastic team, is getting trained volunteers
into a programme of monitoring the health of the Esks which, over time, will add to our broader
awareness of the state of the rivers.
The Trust is in a reasonable financial state but costs are starting to outpace membership
income. It seems sensible to review membership fees now before any problems arise. Your
views on this are invited later on in this Newsletter.
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Lastly, a word of thanks to Victoria for the great help, enthusiasm and friendliness that she
has brought to the Trust and its administration over the last few years. She is Victoria Bullock
but just mention of the word ‘Victoria’ brings instant recognition and a smile to the face. The
Trust may be small but there are still plenty of details to deal with and we have all appreciated
the welcoming face that she has given to EVT. I sent you all a message recently to say that
she wishes to step aside from those admin duties (her ‘other life’ gets ever busier) but that
she is not leaving the area and will continue to support EVT as a member. Thank you Victoria.
John Oldham

The North Esk Way
At the beginning of this year hopes were high that we would make real progress in establishing
a new path through the Penicuik Estate to the south. Sad to say that we are still little further
forward. Charlotte Picking, the Ranger on the estate, and who has been very helpful in seeking
out an acceptable route, has now left her role for pastures new. This is a set-back but the
prospect of realising that new route is still alive and we will continue to work with the Estate to
find it.
The revision of Midlothian Council’s Core Paths Plan should be helpful to the recognition of
some disputed sections of ‘The Way’ but that has not yet progressed to completion.
Completion of the North Esk Way is still a top priority for the Trust even though progress can
be difficult to achieve.

Hewan Wood Management
After a busy winter of managing the trees in the
Hewan Wood, for the first time in several years we did
not organise a spring working party in May/June. As
a consequence the wooden steps leading down to the
river became a little overgrown but in general the
paths were fit for purpose throughout the year. This
probably reflects the previous regular maintenance
and the very regular footfall along the paths.
In September The Midlothian Paths Team joined with
the Trust, as it has done for the last few years, and
did a great job on a number of fronts. Eleven people
worked away and thanks to everyone involved for an
excellent day’s work. Damaged or rotting steps were
replaced, the paths strimmed (where necessary),
waymarkers secured (plus one additional one put in place), boards cleaned, litter picked, steps
‘dug out’ and some Japanese Knotweed by the river dug out and laid to decay well away from
the river. The growing abundance of Knotweed along the river is a problem. Recently Conor
Price (consultant working on the Musselburgh flood control plan) has indicated that he is trying
to bring together interested parties from along the rivers to discuss a concerted approach to
Knotweed management. If that happens we will be part of it.
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Zoom talks 2021
Using Zoom to hold EVT talks was a new experience for us in the spring – and this told
somewhat with the first presentation, which I did, as it was far from technically perfect. I still
feel bad about it!
However, since then we have had excellent talks from Richard Barron of Scotways, the team
of Anna Griffin and Paul Butler (both SEPA) together with Annette Lardeur (Coal Authority)
and from Roger Crofts. Our thanks to all of them for stimulating presentations and robust
discussions. Attendances for all of the talks were much higher than we would normally expect
from meetings in St David’s Hall (up to more than 50). By advertising the talks more widely
through various Facebook pages we also captured new interests. The loss of informal
interactions is a bit of a downside but the success of the 2021 programme is definitely an
encouragement to keep using Zoom for talks even when we are able to have face-to-face
meetings as well.
The talks on pollution in the rivers (Anna, Paul and Annette) and on flood management (Roger)
together with their very active discussions have both fed into the work of the Esk River
Improvement Group that Colin Beattie MSP chairs (see below).
The next Zoom talk will be given by Joanna Soden on ‘Artists and Photographers along the
river Esk’. This will be at 19.30 on Friday 8 October. It is part of the Midlothian Outdoor Festival.

Zoom talks 2022
We are currently planning a series of Zoom talks for 2022 with around six talks spread through
the year. Speakers, topics and dates should be confirmed soon.

Esk River Improvement Group (ERIG)
This group brings together a wide range of organisations, public, charitable and other, to
discuss issues and current actions that relate to the health of the river and to the communities
that lie alongside it. Pollution and flood management are key topics. EVT is represented on
the group by Roger Crofts.
The most recent meeting of ERIG was on 13 September at which Tom Mills of the Coal
Authority reported that a business case has now been submitted to BEIS (UK Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy) for funding to support a treatment plant to be built
in Dalkeith to treat the outflow of polluted mine water from Junkie’s Adit (an old pit drain linked
to Bilston Glen colliery). If approved this treatment plant will be the largest of its kind in the
UK. Pollution of the river has been particularly bad in the last two years, especially during dry
periods in the spring. A case has to be made to BEIS as the total cost (around £25m) far
exceeds that which the Coal Authority can spend from its normal budget. A response from
BEIS is expected by the end of October and if approved the Treatment Plant might be
operating early in 2023.
Development of the Musselburgh flood management plan has been delayed because of Covid
restrictions but a new Strategic Communications Plan is now in place to aid consultation with
key stakeholders and the people of Musselburgh. A new website is ready to go live in the next
few weeks and the first issue of a Newsletter should be ready for issue in October. Public
consultations with Local Area Consultation Groups have started and around 1,200 letters
issued to the residents of these areas augmented with door-to-door visits to explain the
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options. More information is available at Update on Musselburgh Flood Protection Scheme |
East Lothian Council.

River Fly on the Esk joins EVT
Earlier this year the ‘Riverfly on the Esk’ group asked if they
could operate under the umbrella of the Esk Valley Trust. We
were delighted to say ‘yes’ as the aims of the Riverfly team,
in monitoring the health of the rivers, link very well to the
broad aims of the Trust. There were a few details to sort out,
especially to be sure that our insurance cover was
appropriate for this activity, but those are now properly
resolved and ‘Riverfly on the Esk’ is now part of EVT.
Rebecca Lewis, Laura Goble and Sally York are the guiding
forces behind this venture – so welcome all.
The Riverfly on the Esk citizen science group has been active
since 2019. It forms part of a wider network of volunteer
groups across the UK, trained by the Riverfly Partnership (Riverflies), to monitor the health of
our rivers by regular counting of invertebrate species at specific sites. Riverfly, described as
‘the canary of our rivers’ owing to their sensitivity to pollution, are recorded monthly along
several sites on the Esk helping to increase our knowledge and understanding of the river.
Volunteers from local communities receive free, certificated, training from a local Riverfly
Partnership trainer and the data collected feed into a UK database providing an early warning
system for detecting major pollution events.
The Riverfly on the Esk group’s contribution to our understanding of the local river has been
recognised by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPS) as a valuable resource.
They will be working together, alongside the Esk Valley Trust, to help protect and deepen
understanding of the ecology and environmental pressures on the River Esk. The team have
a huge amount of support from other groups including the Musselburgh District Angling
Society (MDAA), Buglife, Newbattle Abbey College, Eskbank Community Council (ENCC), the
Riverfly Partnership and, of course, an army of local volunteers (but don’t let that put you off.
If you are interested in helping you can contact the team via either
riverflyontheesk@gmail.com or enquiries@eskvalleytrust.org.
The efforts to date have been presented recently in the World Water Day Conference and in
an article published in the National Forum for Biological
Recording. You will hear more about future progress in
this Newsletter.

New Countryside Ranger at Newbattle
Caroline Freeman has started as the new community
woodland ranger at Newbattle Abbey College, looking
after Lord Ancrum’s Wood. Her role involves a mixture of
woodland management and community engagement.
In the past, the woodland was managed by Forestry and
Land Scotland (previously Forestry Commission
Scotland) but is now fully under management of the
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college. Caroline will help to produce a management plan for the woodland, aiming to create
a woodland that supports a range of species and boosts biodiversity as well as ensuring that
the public can continue to access and enjoy the site. She’ll also carry out practical
management such as maintaining paths or clearing overgrown vegetation.
Caroline’s role also involves building partnerships with community groups and schools,
improving the links between the local community and Lord Ancrum’s Wood. Caroline runs
educational visits to the woods, leads volunteer groups on practical conservation tasks and
provides opportunities for learning. She also works in partnership with Newbattle’s Forest
College coordinator to support Forest and Outdoor Learning (FOLA) courses provided by the
college.
If you are interested in learning more about her role, or would like to be involved in
volunteering, or you’re planning a group visit to the woodlands at Newbattle Abbey College,
please contact Caroline on: CarolineFreeman@newbattleabbeycollege.ac.uk

Midlothian Outdoor Festival
Last year the Festival had to be cancelled because of Covid restrictions. This year it is good
to see that it is going ahead, albeit in abbreviated form. (That doesn’t mean that the walks are
shorter; there are just fewer of them). The Festival is being held from Friday 8 October to
Monday 11 October. The Esk Valley Trust is leading a ‘Roslin circular’ walk on Saturday 9
October led by John Oldham and Roger Crofts and also hosting another talk (see ‘Dates for
your Diary’). The full programme is shown at the end of the Newsletter.

Membership fees
It is well over ten years since the Esk Valley Trust set its current membership fees of £5 for a
single Membership and £10 for a family – that’s approaching £15 in ‘today’s money’ for a
family Membership.
Although generally modest, and we have made savings where we can, the Trust’s costs
haven’t stood still so the outlays for insurance, accounting costs, website fees and
maintenance, postage, occasional printing costs, meetings (when we can have them) and
miscellaneous other things have, in recent times, started to outweigh our membership income.
The Trust’s finances are not in a poor state; they are sufficient for the time being but as we
plan for the future the Trustees feel it wise to reset the membership fees now, while continuing
to attract new members, so that we avoid foreseeable financial problems.
We suggest raising the annual membership fees from renewal in 2022 to £10 for an individual
membership and £15 for a family and fixing these for the next few years so that members can
pay by Standing Order if they wish. This change will help to give us confidence that the Trust
can continue its work well into the future.
Before enacting this change we would welcome your comments on this approach. The best
way to do that is by email to enquiries@eskvalleytrust.org.
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Mavisbank House
You will probably have seen that, in July, the bid for Lottery
funding by Historic Environment Scotland and the
Landmark Trust to renovate the house and surroundings
just failed to get support. The North Esk Way passes
through the estate of Mavisbank House and many EVT
members have an interest in the future of the house and its
beautiful surroundings. Just exactly what happens now is
unclear but we hope that, as part of the next series of Zoom
discussions, there will be an opportunity to hear more about
the house and to discuss what the future might hold.

Temple Old Kirk Open Day
Temple Old Kirk Friends are holding an open day on Saturday 25 September. All are welcome
and attendance is free but booking is required via event@templeoldkirk.org.

Rennie Frazer, Bilston Burn and the geology of the Lothian coal field
Our Treasurer Trustee, Rennie Frazer, has had to spend time in hospital recently and while
there, very unfortunately, contracted Covid. He is responding to treatment and I am sure that
all members of the EVT will wish him a good recovery.
Being isolated and inactive is not Rennie’s style and so, despite all, he has been continuing
with his investigations of the Esk. He sent this brief item for this Newsletter:
“My geography teacher at Portobello High School was Mr Baggaley. He was an enthusiastic
exponent of the post glacial landscape of Scotland, an enthusiasm which has remained with
me ever since. Solid geology was another enthusiasm, but in this case his Yorkshire origins
blinded him to the respectable outcrops of Millstone Grit on the Joppa Shore, a ten-minute
bus ride from the school. Instead, we were given descriptions of the Great Pennine
escarpments capped by this stone.
I was recalling his lessons as I listened
to the recent talk hosted by EVT on the
problems caused on the South Esk by
the flooding of the abandoned Bilston
Glen Mine.
One of the striking aspects of the talk
was the complexity of the underground
geological and mining architecture,
which resulted in waste water from the
flooded mine emerging close to the
South Esk, many miles from the mine
and taking a subterranean route below
the nearby North Esk.
The geological map of Edinburgh and Midlothian dates back to 1859. The map is a multilayered plane surface, on which the coloured blocks of rock types are the most prominent
feature. But the map is based on Ordnance Survey cartography, with much of that information
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also visible in faint print. Further geological features such as faults and strata dips are shown
by symbols, so that a three-dimensional image of the structure underlying the surface
landscape emerges. Where the imagination fails cross sections illustrate the continuity of
bedrock strata below the surface. One cross-section follows a zig-zag path which takes in all
the major geological features of Edinburgh; the Castle Rock, the volcanic vents of Arthur’s
Seat, followed by a right angle turn to traverse the Lothian Coal Measures. The key to rock
types is arranged by geological era, so that the map achieves the incredible feat of mapping
in both three space dimensions and a fourth time dimension.
The Coal Measures were charted by detailed field work over more than a century, with
outcrops along the Bilston Burn being the source of empirical data on the sequence of
sediments comprising the western outcrops of the Lothian Coalfields. This sequence has been
lost since the sinking of the Bilston Glen mine in the 1950’s as the waste from the mine buried
the burn which is now confined to an underground culvert. Objections to the loss of a valuable
scientific resource were raised in a parliamentary debate in 1952 and in minutes by scientific
societies.
The National Coal Board had considered constructing an aerial ropeway from the mine to the
Hewan Bog to deposit the waste there. This proposal was not followed because of the costs
of construction and of acquiring the land. Had Bilston Glen continued in operation for a century,
as was originally planned, then the Hewan Bog, nevertheless might have been required to
accommodate the waste – but the disposal of waste over the Bilston Burn would still have
obliterated an important historical source of geological information..
This significance of this loss can perhaps be gauged by the following report from the
Scotsman, when the Bilston Burn excursion was both a worthwhile field trip and a local natural
beauty spot.
The Scotsman; Edinburgh, Scotland, 19 Apr 1915: page 6
Members of the Edinburgh Field Naturalists’ and Microscopical Society had an excursion on
Saturday to Bilston Burn, under the leadership of Mr T. Cuthbert Day. The members of the
Society studied the fine sections through the lower limestone series of the carboniferous so
well exposed in Bilston Burn. Particular attention was paid to the various bands of limestone,
and the evidence correlating these limestones and other beds with a corresponding series
between Kinghorn and Kirkcaldy on the other side of the Firth of Forth.
The loss of information at this site is readily evident today – just take a look at your OS map
for the area just east of Dryden Tower (NT 275645).

Annual General Meetings
The Minutes of the AGM on 28 May this year are on the website.
The next AGM will be held via Zoom at 19.00hrs on Friday 27 May 2022.

7

Dates for your diary
Friday 8 to Monday 12 October 2021 Midlothian Outdoor Festival including:
Friday 8 October at 19.30 Zoom talk by Dr Joanna Soden about: Artists and
Photographers along the river Esk
Joanna is a former Collections Curator at the Royal Scottish Academy of Art and Architecture.
As an independent art historian she has a special interest in Scottish art since 1900. Her
previous talks, hosted by the EVT as part of the 2018 and 2019 Midlothian Outdoor Festivals,
were ‘sell-outs’. To register for this talk click on this link.
Saturday 9 October 10.30-15.00 Circular walk to Explore Roslin Glen’s Rich Heritage. A
circular walk. Booking is required (see advert below).
Friday 27 May 2022 at 19.00 AGM

Esk Valley Trust Trustees
Roger Crofts (Musselburgh)
Pat Frankland (Newbattle)
Rennie Frazer (Buckstone)
Ben Miller (Newtongrange)
John Oldham (Chairman, Loanhead)
Peter Raine (Carlops)

The Esk Valley Trust
c/o ELGT
109/11 Swanston Road
Edinburgh
EH10 7DS
enquiries@eskvalleytrust.org
www.eskvalleytrust.org
Esk Valley Trust | Facebook
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