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Chairman’s Welcome by John Oldham

Autumn 2013
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sunnier than average (for our area) of cooperation is very good.
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In Search of Bats
Our July Bat Walk with Jo Cooke and Alan
Krumhold from the Midlothian Ranger Service at
Springfield Mill was a great success. Children and
adults were both entertained by the informative bat
quiz before being sent around the nature reserve
armed with bat detectors. It wasn’t long before we
were rewarded with sightings of many pipistrelle

bats flitting around the grasslands and daubentons
swooping down over the North Esk river.

Alan sends us off in search of bats

Jo shows up what’s inside a bat box!

Helped out by the bat detectors

2016/17 Photo competition - Send your photos now!
EVT is holding its third photographic competition
and would like to invite you to submit suitable
photographs capturing the beauty and diversity
of the Valley from its source in the Pentland Hills
(North Esk) and the Moorfoot Hills (South Esk) to
the mouth of the River Esk on the Firth of Forth.

encourage you to use the site for inspiration and
to identify the many areas of natural beauty to be
found on your doorstep. There is no restriction
on the number of photographs you can submit.
Ultimately we would like to make a calendar so
we are looking for all the seasons to be captured.

The theme is intended to be a broad one,
highlighting the scenery and the wildlife to be
found in the area. We are also interested in the
history reflected in the towns and villages along
the length of the valley and the historical buildings
and industrial heritage of the area. We would like
to know where each photograph was taken so that
people can visit the site should they wish to do so.
Much information about the valleys can be found
on the website eskvalleytrust.org and we would

Prizes - There will be a prize of £100 for the
top photograph with prizes of £75 and £25 for
the second and third photographs. These will be
presented at the Esk Valley Trust Annual General
Meeting in Dalkeith on Tuesday 2 May 2017. The
competition is open to amateur and professional
photographers alike of all ages.
The closing date is Sunday 2nd April 2017. Please
see our website for full details.

Working with others
In the last newsletter we mentioned the discussions
that we have been invited to with the Mavisbank
Trust. Since then we have had one more meeting
including people from the Planning Departments of
Midlothian and East Lothian Councils.The outcome
of that session has been the production of a list
of ‘Heritage features’ of the Esk Valleys and their
environs. This is very much a working document.
It includes over 50 items (ranging from the Gowk
Stone to Pinkie House as well as all of the expected
candidates). As well as refining the list there is a
hope, at some time, of getting at least some of
the owners of the various properties and features
together to discuss the merits of improving
awareness and access to these various sites in the
spirit of promoting the heritage of the Esk Valleys in
general. Just when that may happen is not yet clear
but if there is progress we will let you know.
The Friends of the Pentlands invited the Esk Valley
Trust to share a stand at the Whipman Festival in

West Linton in June. This was a chance to be seen
and to raise awareness of the Trust. Although there
may not have been a huge boost to membership
as a result each opportunity to promote ourselves
and our purpose is surely a good thing. Our thanks
to the Friends of the Pentlands for their thoughtful
invitation.
At the invitation of the Penicuik Community
Development Trust we will join them at their
Saturday Café in Penicuik Town Hall on Saturday
15th October, 10am-1.45pm. This will be another
opportunity to promote awareness of our
activities and to share thoughts on how our two
organisations might better complement each other.
As the Esk Valley Trust covers such a wide spread
of areas and communities it is good to refresh
and strengthen our links with these different
organisations. The hope is that by being alive to
each other’s interests we can find the synergies
that are mutually helpful.

Midlothian Paths Team and EVT Tidy Up Hewan Wood

Attacking the Japanese Knotweed

Time for lunch

Susan shows off her step-repairing skills

Dates for your Diary

Something to spot this Autumn…

Fri 14 Oct – 	Talk by Jim Pratt “The Ash
Tree”, 7.30pm, St David’s Hall
Dalkeith
Sat 15 Oct – 	EVT at Penicuik Community
Development Trust Saturday
Cafe, 10am-1.45pm, Penicuik
Town Hall
Tues 2 May 2017 – 	EVT AGM, 7pm, St David’s Hall
Dalkeith
See News & Events page of our
website for full details

Beautiful Earthstar Fungi in Hewan Wood

New Grant Funding for the Hewan Wood
We have been successful in
winning a Community Grant
from Paths for All. Apparently
there was plenty of competition
for the available funds so we
did well to get our application
accepted. The grant of £1500 will pay for the
production, for the first time, of a leaflet about the

Hewan Wood. It will also cover the costs of some
new equipment (loppers etc) to help the volunteers
to look after the paths in the wood and do some
light work on the trees. We will have leaflets at the
entrance to the wood and also available for wider
distribution. All of the work under the grant has to
be done by the end of this year.

2017 AGM
We are only just coming to the end of the Summer but you might like to put the date for next year’s AGM
into your diary. It will be on Tuesday 2nd May 2017 in the St David’s Hall, Dalkeith.
After the AGM there will be a talk given by Professor Roger Mercer, Honorary Professorial Fellow of
the University of Edinburgh and a former Chief Executive of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Scotland. Professor Mercer’s talk will cover the ancient heritage of the Esk
Valleys.
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