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Chairman’s Introduction by John Oldham
Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Esk
Valley Trust (EVT) Newsletter.

Autumn 2013

Our last Newsletter had an update on the challenging
issue of access to Ironmills Park as part of the North
Esk Way. Progress is still difficult but we are very
grateful to Tony Galloway for a generous gift to the
Trust to start a fund to allow a feasibility study of
options to make access to the park a reality. Ideas and
action that will help us to build on this excellent start
will be very welcome.
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Chairman’s Introduction

Hewan Wood Clear-Up
On Saturday 15th August a working party from the
Esk Valley Trust set out to clear the pathways in the
Hewan Wood. In particular the steps down towards
the river had been almost obliterated by growth
of lush vegetation following our particularly damp
summer. With the help of some strimmers, shovels
and secateurs we made great progress, making the
pathways much safer to venture up and down. We
also picked up enough litter to fill 2 large bin bags –
from beer bottles to a burnt-out tent. Thank you to
Rosemary MacKay for supplying the very welcome
coffee and biscuits afterwards.

Cooke has kindly suggested that we make this an
annual event.

A couple of weeks later another group of Esk Valley
Trust members joined forces with Jo Cooke and
her Midlothian Rangers Paths Team to tidy the path
leading from Springfield Mill along to the Hewan
Bank and improve signage to the Maiden Castle. Jo

Sharpening our loppers, ready for action – members of the
Esk Valley Trust and Midlothian Rangers Paths Team

Esk Valley Trust helpers litter picking in Hewan Wood

Look at the lovely steps Roger New signage for the Maiden
found under the vegetation!
Castle

2015/16 Photo competition - Send your photos now!
EVT is holding its second photographic competition
and would like to invite you to submit suitable
photographs capturing the beauty and diversity of the
Valley from its source in the Pentland Hills (North
Esk) and the Moorfoot Hills (South Esk) to the mouth
of the River Esk on the Firth of Forth.
The theme is intended to be a broad one, highlighting
the scenery and the wildlife to be found in the area.
We are also interested in the history reflected in the
towns and villages along the length of the valley and
the historical buildings and industrial heritage of the
area. We would like to know where each photograph
was taken so that people can visit the site should they
wish to do so.

Much information about the valleys can be found
on the website eskvalleytrust.org and we would
encourage you to use the site for inspiration and to
identify the many areas of natural beauty to be found
on your doorstep.
Prizes - There will be a prize of £100 for the top
photograph with prizes of £75 and £25 for the second
and third photographs. These will be presented at the
Esk Valley Trust Annual General Meeting in Dalkeith
on the 3rd of May 2016.
The competition is open to amateur and professional
photographers alike of all ages.
The closing date is Sunday 3rd April, 2016. Please see
our website for full details.

The upper reaches of the Esk Valley Way

1
The North Esk River’s origin is near the Borestane
up on the top of the Pentland Hills (image 1) – a
windy, heathery place with magnificent views north
over the Forth estuary and its three bridges. The
Way follows the stream down past beautifully built
drystane dykes, between Cock Rig and Wether Hill
and on towards the North Esk Reservoir and the
Dulverton hide (image 2).

3
At the end of the bank, Lanely Bield sits in a hollow
between Carlops Burn and the North Esk just
above their confluence.
After crossing the bridge over the North Esk (image
4) and reading the first lines of Allan Ramsay’s
‘Gentle Shepherd’ (carved on the over-hanging
rock), the walker leaves Newhall Estate and meets
the lane down from Peggyslea (on the A702) to the
Steele (8k mark).

2
It skirts the reservoir and drops past Fairliehope
and Carlophill Farm to reach the A702 at Carlops
(5k mark). In the car park is a detailed walkers’
board and just up the road is the historic Allan
Ramsay hostelry (1792).
From the car park the way crosses the Rock
Field and Carlops Burn to join the lane down to
Kitleyknowe – with the burn wimpling by (watch
out for dippers). Newhall Estate boundary is
marked by two stone obelisks at Kitleybrig as the
path crosses the burn again and follows a line of big,
old beeches up the slope. At the top the Way goes
over a stile on the right and along the top of Turtle
Bank with the North Esk down below on the left.
Conifers perished here during the big gales a few
years ago but the walk on the beech mast carpet
beneath huge trees is timeless (image 3).

4
From here the route downstream to Penicuik Estate
has not been finally defined but hopefully soon will
be (work in progress). The present options are
to backtrack to Carlops, to follow the lane up to
Peggyslea, or to head off where the river wends
along the deep and overgrown glen past ruins of old
mills. Caveat ambler!

Walking Leaflet - Lasswade to Loanhead/ Polton
Alison Chisolm of Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust has produced a leaflet which you can download
or print from the website showing the walking route from Lasswade to Loanhead and Polton on the North
Esk Way. This includes all buses in the area to help you plan your walk. This is a lovely area with some good
hostelries for refreshments.You can also plan to visit the historic sites at Roslin and Mavisbank House.
http://www.eskvalleytrust.org/uploads/downloads/NorthEskwalkingleaflets/EVT_loanheadtoLasswade.pdf

October Speaker Evening
Monday 26th October 2015
St David’s Hall, Dalkeith – 7.30pm
Speaker Mark Nixon talks about

“The Towns and Villages of the Esk Valley
During the 1884 Reform Agitation”.
Free to members and non-members, refreshments provided.
This will be a fascinating talk about how politics has affected the environs and communities of the Esk
Rivers.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Keep an eye on our website for 2016 dates - our February talk, and our AGM in May.
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