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Chairman’s Introduction 

Welcome to the Autumn newsletter of 2013!  Our remit to care for the Esk valleys has meant that 

we have been busy this last summer as a series of developments affect us.  

• We have stressed the importance of the valleys as corridors of natural environment in our 

response to the Midlothian Plan, all the more urgent in view of the pressures on the Green 

Belt.  

• We have corresponded (not yet successfully!) with Borders Railway over the loss of the 

footpath/cycle way across the River North Esk at Eskbank and the reduced access to 

Ironmills Park. 

• We opposed development at Poltonhall, a protected part of the North Esk valley near 

Mavisbank.  

•  Shelagh Jenkins, as vice‐chair of the Access Forum, has helped us liaise and coordinate our 

activities with Midlothian Council, local communities and other organisations.  

Details of all these activities will be available to see on our new website which will be launched at 

our Autumn meeting on 21
st
 November. 

 

The website!  Back at the start of the year Scottish Natural Heritage and the Lothian’s and Fife Green 

Network Partnership offered to help us modernise our website.  The plan is to make improvements 

as follows – 

• make it more accessible, especially to younger people, 

• more interactive so that we could, for example, build up photographs and stories of the 

valleys, more useful for local communities, for example in planning outings and printing 

walks,  

• more informative, 

• more interactive with other websites and data sources, etc. 

 Above all, it needed to be able to reap the benefits of the explosive growth of new technology.  

Well, it has been a stiff learning experience and after a summer of introductions to cookies, terms 

and conditions, and much more jargon, the end result is in sight.  You will be able to join and 

contribute to the Esk Valley Trust online, but we will also ensure that we retain personal contacts 

and the use of the post.  The basic design is that of an informal notebook.  Out of the hundreds of 

Welcome from Chairman John Oldham
It is getting a bit late to say ‘A 
Happy New Year’ to everyone 
but I hope that the part of 2017 
that has already passed has been 
rewarding for you and that the 
rest of the year is at least as good.

For the Esk Valley Trust I want 2017 to see us make 
a step change in progress towards completion of 
the dream of having a continuous footpath from the 
source of the North Esk River in the Pentlands to its 
passage into the Forth at Musselburgh. I mentioned 
some progress in the last Newsletter and the Trustees 

want to build on that to get the task completed. 
The main sticking points are to find an acceptable 
way from New Hall into the Penicuik Estate, to get 
comfortable access through the Melville High Drive, 
to find a riverside route into Ironmills Park from the 
south and to secure a better route out of Dalkeith 
Country Park towards Musselburgh. . 

Finding the funds to finish the job
To complete the North Esk Way as a continuous 
path from the Bore Stane to Musselburgh needs 
effort and resources. Of particular importance is to 
reach agreement with landowners on the desirable 
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Membership.   As ever we are always looking for new members. If you know anyone who 
may be interested to join do please encourage them.



route. We are renewing our activities on that for the 
sections that are not yet completed. Then, for those 
sections, we need to create a path that is accessible 
and comfortable to use. Having recently reviewed 
‘the ideal path’ we know that we will need to build 
steps, stiles, bridges, a suspended walkway, fencing and 
pathway in places. We are now looking for resources 
to cost the project reliably and then to seek the funds 
to get the job done.

If you, or someone you know, may be interested in 
helping this project with relevant skills or with funds 
do please contact the Trust at the address on the 
back of the Newsletter. Success will depend on a 
team effort.

Membership
I am pleased to be able to say that our membership 
has grown somewhat since the last Newsletter. We 
now have 100 members. This was helped by invitations 
from the Penicuik Community Development Trust to 
join them at one of their coffee mornings in October 
and from One Dalkeith to have a stall at their excellent 
event in the Dalkeith Library and Arts Centre in 
January. Occasions like these attract discussions with 
people who may not already be aware of the EVT 
and join on the spot. They also help us to strengthen 
our networks with local communities. We have also 
introduced a new category of Membership under the 
‘Associate Membership’ category of our constitution. 

The Ash  Tree
In October we had a remarkably wide-ranging talk 
from Jim Pratt on ‘The Ash Tree; its use in the past and 
implications for its future’. Starting from the Nordic 
Tree of Life, through its use in Roman times and on to 
the structural properties of Ash and the current real 
threats to its existence from disease Jim interwove 
his expertise on forestry and , especially Roman, 
history and archaeology.  An excellent talk.

Herb or Weed
On 27th February, Hamish Martin from the Secret 
Herb Garden in Damhead gave a talk on ‘Herb or 
Weed?’ at our usual venue, St David’s Hall in Dalkeith. 
Hamish talked passionately about the development 
of the Secret Herb Garden and the many roles 
that herbs and sheer enjoyment of nature can play 
in our lives. From Dandelions to ‘Sticky Willie’ and 
even Deadly Nightshade he had something positive 
(though laced with warnings as appropriate) to say 
about all of the herbs/weeds that were mentioned by 
an interested audience of about 25. He also brought 

a tray of plants for sale. There were plenty of takers. 
Many thanks to Hamish for an illuminating talk and 
discussion.

A leafl et about the Hewan Wood 
Thanks to a Community Paths Grant from ‘Paths for 
All’ we have now produced an information leafl et 
about the Hewan Wood. Copies will be placed in a 
weatherproof dispenser at the entrance to the wood 
and will be made available 
through libraries and 
other public outlets. We 
hope that this will attract 
more people to enjoy 
use of the wood. The 
grant also allowed us to 
buy loppers and bow 
saws to help with our 
regular maintenance. 
Their next serious 
use will be at the May 
clear-up.

Midlothian Walking 
Festival

11th to 14th August 
This is an event organised by the Midlothian 
Ranger Service and offers a variety of walks 
to encourage people to come out and explore 
the lovely landscape throughout Midlothian. 
The EVT will lead two walks along the North 
Esk Way on 12th and 13th August. Further 
details will be available nearer the time on our 
own website and on the Midlothian Council 
website.

The Hewan Wood wildlife has dev
eloped in 

different habitats ava
ilable in the small area of 

woodland.

The trees themselves would original
ly have 

been elm and oak and part 
of the ancient 

natural woodland alo
ng the River Esk fro

m 

Roslin Glen.  Over ti
me and the ravages o

f 

Dutch elm disease, tree species
 have self 

seeded and there ar
e now ash, hawthorn

, 

alder and willow.

In spring you will se
e wild garlic, bluebe

lls 

and dog’s mercury flowering amongst 

the trees.

Wildlife in the woods 
includes foxes, 

deer, grey squirrels, 
otters and some 

species of bat.

The birds in the Hew
an Wood vary 

from the river species su
ch as heron, 

dippers, wagtails and
 kingfishers to 

the smaller tree dwelling co
al tits, 

great tits, blue tits, 
long tailed tits, 

chaffinches, dunnocks
, sparrows, 

thrushes, blackbirds 
and other 

woodland dwellers.  Y
ou may see 

a buzzard circling ab
ove you and 

at dusk hear the taw
ny owls 

distinctive cry. 

The Hewan Bank pen
insula rests on sands

tones deposited duri
ng the Carboniferous

 period around 300 
million years ago.  

The steep cliffs on t
he river side give go

od exposures of thes
e rocks.  (These can

 be best seen from Springfield Mill 

Nature Reserve).

The Hewan Bank is 
a Site of Special Scie

ntific Interest as it p
rovides us with important information about how dep

osits 

were laid down by g
laciers coming from different directions 

during the last Ice A
ge in Scotland about

 18,000 years ago.  

The older layer was 
deposited by ice com

ing from the Scottish Highlan
ds and the slightly y

ounger one by ice c
oming 

from the Southern Uplan
ds.  Over the top ar

e sands and gravels 
deposited by meltwater streams from the glaciers.  This 

information is invaluable to
 increase our unders

tanding of how the 
climate has changed.

The river has underc
ut the bank so that 

it is unstable and ve
ry dangerous. It sho

uld be avoided to re
duce personal risk 

and to safeguard thi
s important site.  
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HISTORY The Hewan Wood sits at the nort
hern limit of Roslin Glen.  Th

e glen is a gorge fo
rmed by the River Nor

th 

Esk with surrounding
 countryside of semi-natural, ancient wo

odland.  The woods 
are known to be at 

least 

400 years old.  The 
fact that the woods 

are intact, despite th
e various industrial 

works which grew up
 

around the River Esk
, is a huge benefit t

o the amenity of the area.  

The variety of indust
rial heritage makes the area signifi

cant.  There was the
 Roslin Gun Powder 

Mill, one of 

the biggest in Scotla
nd, also in Roslin a 

famous carpet factory a
nd the Springfield Pa

per Mill in Polton.
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The name ‘Hewan Wood’ comes from the time of the Battle of R
oslin in 1303.  

An English invading 
army were met by a Scottish defe

nsive line which was
 

able to pick off the 
English soldiers by w

ell positioned archer
s, as well as 

hand to hand combat.  The word Hewa
n comes from ‘hewing’  due to th

e 

carnage during the b
attle.  The Scots wer

e outnumbered – 8,000 men to 

30,000 of the Englis
h Army, but their knowled

ge of the area was 
their 

huge advantage.

The wood is also the
 site of the Maiden 

Castle dating from the 

late Bronze Age and
 Iron Age – between

 1000BC to 200AD. 
 This 

would not have been
 as castle as you m

ay imagine, but rather a 

settlement of huts and larg
er round houses wit

hin a raised bank 

providing the main defence for the 
site.  The castle wou

ld have 

been home to a large family group who would
 have thrived in 

the area with its ab
undance of wildlife f

rom the woodland and 

river.
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Hewan Wood was bought for £30,000 by the Esk Valley Trust in  
2003 to ensure the important woodland was preserved and kept as a public  

asset.  It was one of the first community land ownership projects outside the Highlands. 
Since then, the Esk Valley Trust volunteers have worked to maintain the paths and fences and 

care for the biodiversity of the woods.  We have put up information boards and picked up litter, strimmed the steps and maintained the gate.
Our other main aim is the creation of a walking route along the route of the River North Esk from its source in the Pentlands to where it flows in to the sea at Musselburgh, after joining with the South Esk at Dalkeith.  This is called the Esk Way.  The Hewan Wood forms a small, but interesting part of this route. 

We do regular work in the woods - if you are interested please see our website for details on how to help.Other places to visit in the area:Rosslyn Chapel, Roslin Glen Country Park, Springfield Mill, Mavisbank House Please act responsibly when visiting Hewan Wood and do not damage or 

remove any plants or animals.  Please do not drop litter, and clean up after 

your dog.  Also remember – no firearms, no fires, no swimming.   Email   enquiries@eskvalleytrust.org
   Website  www.eskvalleytrust.org
   Facebook www.facebook.com/eskvalleytrustPhoto/illustration credits: Front page photo by Jan Jerome, maps and Maiden Castle 

illustration by The Here & Now Edinburgh.We thank Paths for All for the Community Path Grant that paid for the production of this 

leaflet.
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 Welcome to our new Corporate Members
In the Autumn the EVT Directors agreed to 
expand the category of ‘Associate Members’ with 
a group of ‘Corporate Members’. We already have 
four Corporate Members. The Allan Ramsay Hotel 
in Carlops, The Paper Mill in Lasswade,  Stewart 
Brewing (based at Bilston Glen) and Watson and 
Lyall (Building and Maintenance Contractors also 
based at Bilston Glen) have all given their support. 
I am delighted to welcome them to the EVT and to 

thank them for their support.

Further Corporate Members who are interested 
in supporting us will be most welcome (as are 
individual and family members). If you know of 
or work for a company that you think might be 
interested in becoming a Corporate Member of 
EVT please contact me at the address on the back 
of the Newsletter.

The Roman Bridge at Penicuik
Between its source near the Borestane  in the 
Pentlands and its entry to the Forth estuary at 
Musselburgh, the North Esk flows beneath many 
dozens  of bridges; old and new, small and large, 
wooden and stone, inspired and prosaic.  

In the Penicuik Estate, the inspired, old, stone Roman 
Bridge has recently been rebuilt and restored to 
its former glory by a skilled team of masons with 
support from Historic Scotland.  The bridge crosses 
the North Esk in the bee-line from Penicuik House 
to Cauldshoulders Hill and the Ramsay Monument  
- buiIt to commemorate the death, in 1758, of 
Allan Ramsay who was a frequent visitor to the 
house and its enlightenment gatherings.  It is part of 

the designed landscape commissioned by Sir John 
Clerk, 2nd Baronet of Penicuik  in the early 1700s. 
The date on the north keystone of the bridge is 
1738. The bridge has one main arch, two smaller 
arches, low parapet walls, torch holders and sentry 
boxes which gives the Roman form and is unique 
in Scotland.

The pathways in the Estate have now opened up 
the steep bank on the south side of the bridge and 
once more allowed the walker to explore the area 
around Cauldshoulders Hill, Ravensneuk Castle  
and the Ramsay Monument with the splendid 
panoramic views.   



Autumn Talk
Our Autumn talk will be by Darren Woodhead. 
The date for this will be confi rmed as soon as 
possible.

Darren is an artist and author, based in East Lothian 
who paints wildlife in situ, out and about in the 
countryside. He is the author of ‘Up River, the song 
of the Esk’ and has been artist in residence on BBC 
Autumn watch series..We hope you can join us for 
the opportunity to hear from a talented artist and 
naturalist..

Esk Valley Trust Executive Committee
Chairman
 John Oldham Loanhead

Company Secretary & Treasurer
 Rennie Frazer Fairmilehead  

Directors 
 Roger Crofts Musselburgh  
 Pat Frankland Dalkeith  
 Shelagh Jenkins Loanhead
 Jan Jerome Lasswade   
 Peter Raine Carlops  

Contact us at:
  The Esk Valley Trust, 

c/o Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust,
109/11 Swanston Road, 
Edinburgh, EH10 7DS

Email enquiries@eskvalleytrust.org

Website www.eskvalleytrust.org

Facebook www.facebook.com/eskvalleytrust

Forthcoming events for your 
Diary

Tuesday 2nd May  AGM and Talk

Saturday 27th May  Hewan Wood Spring clearing 

11th-14th Aug  Midlothian Walking Festival

Tuesday  5th Sept   Hewan Wood Autumn 
clearing 

tbc  Autumn Talk

See News & Events page of our 
website for full details

AGM and Talk from 
Professor Roger Mercer
This year’s AGM and talk will be on Tuesday 2nd 
May  2017 at 7.00pm at St David’s Church Hall, 
Dalkeith.

After the AGM business,  which we will conclude 
as quickly as possible, we are delighted to have 
Professor Roger Mercer, Honorary Professorial 
Fellow of the University of Edinburgh and a 
former Chief Executive of the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland. His areas of interest are Neolithic 
and Bronze Age history in the UK and Ireland.  
Professor Mercer’s talk will cover the ancient 
heritage of the Esk Valleys.

We will also be announcing the results of this 
years photo competition.
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